Craniovertebral malformations in hemifacial microsomia.
There is increasing evidence that hemifacial microsomia (HFM), Goldenhar syndrome (GS), and oculoauriculovertebral dysplasia (OAV) are part of a spectrum within a single entity. In support of this thesis are the family studies that have suggested that isolated microtia (M) may represent the mildest form of the condition [Kaye et al, 1979; Rollnick and Kaye, 1983]. Vertebral malformations are pathognomonic of OAV, but they have also been described in HFM and GS. In this investigation we studied the frequency and type of cervical spine malformations in HFM, GS, OAV, and M. Our findings show that the frequency of cervical spine malformations in HFM and M was greater than values for a normal population. This further supports the probable association between HFM, GS, OAV, and M. Fusions were the most prevalent cervical spine malformation encountered. The study also included analysis of the cranial base and craniovertebral junction.